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Birds from Laysan Id. in Coll. M. C. Z. 


Porzanula palmeri Frohawk 56, 5 V, 1 undet. 

Puffinus nativitatis Street 2 6, 3 W 

Pterodroma cookii hypoleuca (Salvin) 2 6, 1 undet. 

Bulweria bulweri (J. & S.) 1 undet. 

Sterna lunata Peale, 35, 2 *, 6 undet. 

• • -jv . ' . 

Anous stolidus pileatus (Scopoli) 5 6, 1 V 

■ 

Megalopterus minutus melanogenys (Gray) 1 6, 1 undet. 

i. V V* * - 'V ; \ 

. ' % s-'s - . 

I • . >•' ' \ ■«. , , • ■ ' • 

f . - . T < . ' . ' 4 . ' 

Gygis alba kittlitzi Hart. 2 5, H, 1 undet. 

' • • >. •' - ■ ■" 

Numenius tahitensis (Gm.) 1 * 

Anas laysanensis Roths. 4 6, 1 * 

Acrocephalus famiiiaris Roths. 5 6, 3 W 
Himatione fraithi Roths. 8 6, 3 9 
Telespiza cantans Scott-Wilson 7 6, 2 * 










Mallophaga from Hawaiian Trip of 1923 


7121 

7041 

7069 

7079 

7084 

7085 

7093 

7095 


7096 

7021 

7143 

7144 

7153 

7177 

7183 

7222 

7226 

7236 



7550 

7580 

7632 

7635 

7653 

7682 

7688 

7842 

7845 

7874 

1268 


Sula piscator 
Phaethon rubricaudus 
Sula cyanops 
Sula piscator 
Diomedea nigripes 
Gygis alba 

Diomedea immutabilis 
Pteroaroma hypoleuca 


Puffinus cuneatus 
Sula piscator 
Sula piscator 
Sula cyanops 

Sterna fuscata 
Puffinus nativitatis 
Phaethon rubricaudus 
Diomedea nigripes 
Fregata minor 
Pterodroma hypoleuca 

Fregata minor 
Diomedea nigripes 

Anous stolidus 

Sterna fuscata 

Sula cyanops 

Sula leucogastra 
Procelsterna saxatilis 
Anous stolidus 
Sterna fuscata 
Sterna lunata 
Phaethon rubricaudus 
Phaethon rubricaudus 
Rattus sp. 

Ornithcdoros talaje 
Lisianski Is. 
French Frigate 
Johnston Is 


Laysan 

Laysan 

Laysan 

Is. 

Is. 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 


Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Lay san 

Is. 

Hawaii 

Laysan 

Is. 

Hawaii 


Lisianski I. Haw. 
Lisianski I. Haw. 
Lisianski I. Haw. 

Lisianski I. Haw. 
Lisianski I. Haw. 
French Frigate 
Shoals, Hawaii 
French Frigate 
Shoals, Hawaii 
Johnston I. Hawaii 

Johnston I. Hawaii 
Johnston I. Hawaii 
Johnston I. Hawaii 
Johnston I. Hawaii 
Wake Is. 

Wake Is. 

Wake Is. 

Wake Is. 

(tick) from 


18-V-1923 
Shoals . 26-VI-1923 
15-VII-1923 


5-7-23 

5-3-23 

5-5-23 

5-6-23 

5-6-23 

5-6-23 

5-6-23 

5-6-23 


Esthiopterum helleri (Kell, and Kuw. 
Alloptes phaethonis 



5-6-23 

5-7-23 

5-9-23 

5-9-23 

5-9-23 

5-11-23 

5-11-23 

5-17-23 

5-17-23 

5-17-23 

5-18-23 

5 - 19-23 

6- 25-23 

6-26-23 


Esthiopterum helleri (Kell, and Kuw.) 
Docophoroides sp. 

Esthiopterum 
Docophoroides sp. 

(Giebelia n. sp. 1 
(Mites (Analgesidae)) 

'Menopon sp.) 

Giebelia n. sp. 2) 

Giebelia n. sp. 2 

Esthiopterum he ll eri (Kell, and Kuw.) 
Esthiopterum helleri (Kell, and Kuw.) 
(Esthiopterum sp.) 

(Docophoroides sp.) 

Alloptes phaetontis (Gmelin) 
Esthiopterum sp. 

Esthiopterum sp. 

.Giebelia n. sp. l) 

’Mites (Analgesidae)) 

Amyrsidea sp. 

Alloptes phaetontis (Gmelin) 
(Degeeriella emarginata K. and K.) 
(Menopon sp.) 



(Actornithophilus sp.) 

7-12-23 (Esthiopterum helleri (Kell, and Kuw.)) 
7-12-23 Esthiopterum helleri (Kell, and Kuw.) 
7-13-23 Actornithophilus sp. 

7-15-23 Degeeriella emarginatus K. and K.) 

7- 15-23 

8- 2-23 Philopterus snyderi K. and P. 

8-2-23 

8-3-23 Alloptes phaethonis (Gmelin) 

8-2-23 Mites fam. Dermanyssidae 



Det. H. E. Ewing and E. A. Chapin, January 19, 


1931. 











EXTRACTIONS FROM THE UNPUBLISHED SPECIES ACCOUNTS OF A. WETMORE. * WAKE ISLAND 

^ » j 


• 1 

St SXha lunata 


X 



July 27-Aug. 5, 1923 : About 100 are found in two small groups, one on th e 
south and one on the north side of the main island. The birds are founi on 
the rough coral of the outer beaches where they rest in the shade of bushes 


in company. They are not now breeding. 

Hypotaenidea wakgflg.ijL 

July 31. 1923 : None found on Reale Island. 

Aug. 2. 1923 : These birds seem very sedentary. Those that I take on sandy areas 
where there is only scatterred areas of shade are very worn and pale colored 
above, those from certain sections where there are extensive dead falls have the 
wing feathers worn and abraded apparently from their use in climbing about. This 
is true though more suitable areas where conditions are less severe may be found 
near at hand. The wing claw in this species is vary large and strong. 









- WAKE ISLA25E 



Phae thon rubri cauda 


July 27 to August 4. 1923 : About 30 seen on the island. One taken July 29 was 
incubating a fresh egg. Others are seen flying in pairs and circling while they 


utter their harsh explosive notes. 


Phaethon lenturus 


Aug. 2. 1923 : One flew over the island high in (the) air and passed on north. 
Decidedly smaller and lighter in appearance than the Red- tailed "bird which was 
in the air at the same time. 


- ■»- Uk , 

July 27 to August 4. 1923 : 2000 or more are found. A few have partly grown young 

in stick nests placed 8 or lo feet from the ground. The majority however are not 
nesting. 'Jhen not resting in the low trees, they spend much time soaring overhead. 
I seem them pursueing terns terns ana boobies. 

PlTAvialjs sL. fpte 

July 30. 1923 : About 20 feeding on rock flats laid bare at low tide. Very wild. 

Aug. 1 : Pour 

Aug. 2 : A dozen seen. 

Aug. 4 : Common in southward migration. Pound in little openings among the 
TpuESaffilMa trees. 

Ijumenius tahitxensis 

July 28 (One taken from a flock of three) July 29 (Two seen) Aug 1 ( A female 
in fine adult plumage taken. Showed black atorphy of the ovary.) Aug. 2 
( An adult male tfcken in full plumage had small sexual organs.) 

























a.JTOACT IONS PROM THE UNFTBLISHED SPECIES ACCOUNTS OP A WETMORE ** WAKE ISLAND 
Puffinus cuneatus (i .e ;oac if icus) 

July 30. 1923 : A colony of perhaps 50 pairs found in loose soil in openings 
among the trees on Peak Island. Males apparently settle down after sowing a 
few wild oats during mating as I found several males incubating among those taken 
today. Eggs appeared hard set hut I found no young. 

Aug. 2. 1923 : A few burrows in the northern portion of Wake Island. 


Puffinus nativitatis 

July 30. 1923 : A pair taken on Beak:Island in an open growth of Tournefortia 
near the center of the island. 

Sula leucosaster 

July 27-August 4. 1923 : There are fully five hundred here found mostly on the windward 
side of the large island. On the western and of the north half of Wake a few pairs have 
young from half to nearly grown in ground nests. Other pairs rest xn percn.es in uhe 
trees and apparently another breeding season is approaching. At evening many of the 
birds (come) in to the island from some fishing ground to the southwest and pass low 
over our camp. Many are robbed by the frigate birds. On tne wino.wa.rd side of the 
atoll the birds rest on logs or lumps of coral frequently in little groups. They are 
much more wary than other boobies. Like the other species they fly with neck 
outstretched and feet straight behind. The flight is strong. Their heavy necks 
slope gradually into the long slender bodies. 


SULA da.ctvla.tfia. 

Auer. 2. 1923 : Two young and an adult shot on the windward side of Wake 
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lii'i-Ci 1 lours FROM THE TJEFUBLISIE3D SPECIES ACCOUNTS OF A. WSTMOHB ** WAKE ISIA11D 


Sula oiscator (i.e. sula ) 

July 27~August 4, 1923 : The red-footed looby is nest to the noddy the most 
abundant species of bird here as it numbers at least 5,000 perhaps many more. 


The birds are so scattered through the trees that it is difficult to get a true 
idea of their number. They are distributed everywhere but are most common around the 
shores of the lagoon where they gather during the day in parties on the open limbs 
of ambulla (sp?) trees in companies. Preferred perches are those exposed to the 
gentle sweep of the east trade winds. The birds preen or sleep here or rest 
quietly in the sun. When approached in the open they usually fly when I am some 
distance away but when I come on them suddenly in the bushes they seem wholly 
unconcerned. Ho occupied nests have been found but many of the adults have chosen 
nest sites among the trees and are beginning mating antics. One rests below the 
other and utters a neculiar drawn out wheezing call while it throws the head up 


a 


nd the neck back and waves (it) around in the air. At other times the two rest 


near 


one another uttering loud clucking calls 


At evening bands of the boobies come in from the sea toward the southwest 

beating steadily toward the island. Many are intercepted by frigate-birds and often 

\ 

are forced to disgorge. Other boobies flying low and swiftly gain shelter of the 


t 


rees find then the frigate gives up the pursuit. The broad winged tyrant flaps 


s 


teadily along above its victim following its twisting flight with the greatest 


ease. If the booby does not give up forthwith, it is usually seized by the 


tail and shaken while it squawks protestingly. 








'EXTRACTIONS FROM THE UNPUBLISHED SPECIES ACCOUNTS OF A. WETMORE 
Wake Island , July 27- August 5 , 1923 . 

STERNA FUSCATA 

A colony of about 3000 birds found on the eastern end of Peale Island where they 
are now nesting. About one third have eggs in part fresh and in part incubated. 

Their breeding season here is just beginning as females are laying or preparing to 
lay. They have chosen a site on bare sand in part shaded by Tournefortia trees. 

A small series of eggs taken July 30. 

The birds fly about over the entire island in pairs of little groups either 
as part of a mating exhibition or in passing to fishing grounds. The pursuit 
of these terns by Frigate-birds is spirited as the birds travel swiftly and 
dodge in and out. The robber follows relentlessly but is frequently foiled by 
some quick turn on the part of the pursued. 

This species suffered heavily at the hands of the Japanese poachers as the 
bones of thousands lie among the trees near the shacks on Peale Island. 

ANOUS STOLIDUS PILEATUS 

The most abundant bird here numbering at least 6000. The birds are now 
nesting and are distributed evenly over the entire atoll. Nests are masses 
of twigs a foot or so high and of equal diameter, sometimes smaller, placed 
in Tournefortia or ( ) trees from three to fifteen feet from the ground. A 

few young are ready to fly, man6 are much smaller and about one-fourth of the 
nests contain eggs. A few nests are placed on large rocks usually elevated where 
they are free from marauding crabs. 

As I pass through the trees the adults leave their nests with a rattle of 
wings in the branches and dash out to circle about with harsh calls. As I 
pass through the woods they are continually about me. The young utter insistent 

piping calls. 

A few of the young are light--the majority are dark. 

Adults are active both by night and day. 

















EXTRACTIONS FROM THE UNPUBLISHED SPECIES ACCOUNTS OF A. WETMORE 


Wake Island , July 27 - August 1923- 
MEGALOPTERUS HAWAIIENSIS 

About 200 nest in the Tournefortia trees near the beach, scattered among the 
noddies. Nests now contain young. Adults fly about my head with their harsh 
rattling calls. Not found far inland. Feet and tarsi vary from blackish 
brown to dark orange. 

GYGIS ALBA 

Abundant. Fully 2500 on the three islands. The birds are found in little 
groups of two or three pairs among the Tournefortia trees where they lay their 
eggs in little depressions or scars on limbs one and one half to two and one 
half inches in diameter, from two to fifteen feet from the ground. Some eggs are 
fresh, other parents have nearly grown young. Though the love-birds come and 
hover overhead as elsewhere they are wild and seldom approach within 20 feet. 

In addition to their froglike grunt they sometimes utter a high pitched squeaky 
whistle teu-ee-ee-ee. The skin in this species is black and the feathers 
loosely attached. 

HETERACTITIS 

July 31, 1923. Two seen. 

August 1, 1923• One 
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EXTRACTIONS FROM THE UNPUBLISHED SPECIES ACCOUNTS OF A. WETMORE 
Wake Island, 1923 ' “ “ 

July 29 . Two seen. 

July 31 . Seen 

August 1; A dozen seen. A male taken in adult plumage had testes 
August 2. About 20 seen. 


o 


August 4. Seen. 












Sept. 10, 1928. 


: rs. 11. E* i'cLellan Davidson, 
California Academy of Sciences, 
fan Francisco, Calif. 


Dear Mfcs. Davidson: 

Your letter of August 30 was duly received, 
and I must admit you sake out a pretty good case for the lo- 
catlty of Pescadores Islands, at least on paper, but I have 
just thought of Kartert ? s late list of types of Tubinsres in 
the friag Lueeua, and find he (Hwitates Zoologies®, Y'XXXIl, 
1928, 352, 353) has a footnote saying of Krusenstsm, "This 
Island, or rather Mrusenstern Islands or Rooks, is south of 
Tisiansly and Lsys&n, and has nothing to do with the Marshall 
Islands, free which it is more than a thousand adits away!” 


On page 355, under leonectris j:ris©us Pescadores!, he gives 
the type locality as ” Pescadores or flatter Islands, near 
Ferases** Eo then refers back to his 'Yilt&rkttschen Fauna, 
p« 1426 end 1427, where he notes the location of '©scadoroc 


T% 

£ 


th 


fo rmosn*. 


Before I found th© above references, I was going to 
suggest that it might 'be advisable to write hr* Kuroda and 
learn if any of Owston*s Jap collectors are still within 
reach, and whether they could throw any light on the subject. 

You Trill notice that Salvia, in his original description of 
ruffians cuneatus, was not certain that Aruseastern Island 
was the one in the Marshall group, although he thought it was. 

I think this Is about all 1 can add to the discussion . rx- t 
but if I find any more date I will let you know of it. 


Very truly yours, 

--- 

Associate Curator, Division of Birds. 






October 2, 1925* 


Mrs. feeda Keswick# 
Cowhill fewer# 

Panfries# 


Bear M&dasas* 

; , : . , ' * ■ ’. . , ■' ■ ■ 

Please accept rqy sincere thanks for the notes 
relative to the discovery of Johnston Island by your £ :r snd« 
father Captain Charles J«o»® Johnston in 1807. Gmv# efcB 
through tMs section seem to draw vessels to tho wstwra, 
since,by a curious coincidence in 192?., our ship cited this 
atoll from approximately the same position as recorded in 
the note on the original discovery. Please accept w thanks 
for your interest in forwarding this information. X an 

Tery truly yours# 


Assistant Secretary. 


IP 







^ vX° 

** 


,o 


Gowhill Tower, 

Dumfries. 

- 18th September, 1925. 


■* - * 


tmore, ., 


Esc 


Assistant Secy., Smithsonian Institution 
N. S. National Museum, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Dear Sir 


With further reference to my letter of 20th 
August, I requested my Brother to send me copy of the 
extract from the Official Account of the Cruise of the 
N.M»S. "Cornwallis' 1 . I have now pleasure in sending this 
to you. I fear it is not of very great interest, and 
gives you no further information. 

There is a footnote, signed by my Brother, Major 
General Johnston, which gives an account of an interesting 
little coincidence. 

Again thanking you for the interest you have taken 


in the matter. 


j. am. 


Yours very truly. 






Cruise of H.H.S. ” Cornwallis” In 1 P 07 -P. under 
Ha O.oipr.-.and of ..Captain Charles James Johns to: • 


As we were going in a direction that few 
ships have been, I was in great expectation of 
making some discovery. My hopes were confirmed, 
as on the 14th December (180?) at 4 p.ia., we 

discovered two islands from the mast-head bearing 
South by East. Their latitude is 16 52 North and 
Longitude by D.irf 190° 26 ' East. 

As these Islands are not laid down in any 
Chart and no mention made of them in any late 
voyages of these seas, I have every reason to 
consider them as a new discovery. They are very 
low and have a dangerous ' reef off the East end of 
them, could not be more than 3 or 4 miles in extent.” 


Nheh I was at G-i bra Iter, Captain Nugent, R.N. 

(now Admiral Nugent) showed me a photograph of Johnston 
Island. He had been in one of H « . Ships (I cannot 
remember the name) that was sent about 30 years ago to 
raise the British Flag on the Island, and to put up a 

notice that it belonged to this Country. The notice 
was shown on the photograph. 


Park Cottage, 

Cobham, Surrey. 


(sgd.) J. T. JOHNSTON, 


Major General. 

I 5/0 /pc, 
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Septeutoer 5 , 1324 * 


IffflfCfcAWDUW FOR MR,. RISBY. 


Soar Mr, Rileys 

Hth regard to the attached letter fro® Mr. Gerrit ?, Wilder, under 
date of August 15, 1324# concerning possible additions to the Hawaiian Island 
Bird Reservation, I have the following to offer* 

lake Island , This is an.. American possession,- securedjjii^e time of 
the Span! sh-Ame ? loan War in 1898, and la an outlier of thdwS^^l- group 
located 2,000 miles west of Honolulu and 1,330 miles east of Qua®, fake is 
under jurisdiction of the Navy Department, but is not assigned to any definite 
political unit. It Is loosely considered to be administered by the authorities 
at Guam. 1 visited aka -Island personally fro® July 27 to August 15, 1923. 

I found it an atoll, % miles long and 3 §- miles wide, where three islands 
with an average land width of one-half idle fora a horse-shoe, surrounding 
a shallow lagoon. The island rises 25. feet -above high tide- at Its highest 
point, is covered with low shrubs and trees, and has no fresh water supply 
except fro® rain, I found here moderate- sized colonies of sooty and gray- 
backed tern, noddies of two species, love birds, wedge-tailed and Christmas 
Island shearwaters, -red-footed, blue-faced and .-common boobies, frigate birds, 
and red-tailed trople birds. It Is .reported that' a few sooty albatross breed 
her® also. The only land bird is a peculiar species of flightless rail. 
Bristle-thighed curlew, turnstone, and Pacific golden plover are found during 
migrations. 

Wake was raided by Japanese feather hunters at about the same tie® as 
the last depredations on Laysan. Old shacks at their oaup site are still 
standing and in the bushes behind these are scattered the bones of ©any 
thousands of birds, I found- no sign of recent depredations of thl s sort. 

Woke Island has no anchorage, so that in stopping there ships are required 
to stand by while sending off shore parties. It is low and indications are 
that it is swept at intervals by terrific storms. Beosase of Its remote 
position, and Inaccessibility, 1 do nob recommend attempt be made to secure 
it for a bird reservation at the present time. 

Johnston Island (formerly known as Cornwallis), This Island is located 
in latitude ib°45’ north, longitude 183030 * west, approximately 70 G miles 
southwest of Honolulu, and politically is Included as a part of Honolulu County 
I visited Johnston Island from July 10 to 19, I 923 , The roef here is approxi¬ 
mately 30 miles long with two small islands rising from it. Johnston Island 
proper is three-quarters of a mile long by one-quarter of a mile wide, and has 
a loose sandy soil that on the eastern end is elevated In a hill rising 4 ° Teet 
above high water. Sand Island, situated one mile north of oast is of irregular 
formation approximately 300 by 400 yards and rises only lp feet above high tide 
Both islands ere Oovered with bunch grass and creepers. There are small de¬ 
posits of guano In the form of phosphate rook on Sand Island. These have 
not been exploited to any extent. About 1the island was leased by the 




Ifemorandum 


p. 2. 


for Mr. Riley. 


Territorial Land Office Max Sohleoner of Honolulu for a ter® of yeare with 
the proviso that Sohlen®»r plant 500 coconut trees each year and that he not 
permit molestation of the breeding birds* Sehlemeer visited the island one©, „ 
bwt mad® no other attempt to carry out his contract. A ftor about MAr o o year s 
SchleBsasr transferred his agreement to 0. K. Ai h Company, a Japanese fin® of 
Honolulu. Ai planned to establish a fishing station and- dispatched a sanpan 
with a crew of Jiand suitable equipment. These men landed on the 
Johnston, built a ©rude shaok and after a day and a half mutinied and returned 
to Honolulu. Before my visit to Johnston* the Territorial Commissioner of 
Lands requested that 1 make a report to hi® as to plantings of trees and other 
agreements in the original leas®. I wrote him later that I was able.to find 
no sign of tree planting or' other occupation of the island than that mentioned. 
For this reason the leas® is void.^ A survey of the breeding colonies of birds 
on Johnston Island during my visit In July showed the following as presents 


leys an albatross 
Wedgedttiled shearwater 
Christmas Island shearwater 
Bulwer f B petrel 
Red-footed booby 
Blue-faced booby 
Common booby 
Cray-backed tern 
Booty tern 

Love bird (white tern) 


Island tern „ 
Frigate bird 
Bed-tailed tropMs bird 


-.c 


400 

400 

25C 

220 

50 

5*500 

40 

2*300 

4 

12 


■ ... , • *r ; > 

In ray opinion the Island is well located for a bird reservation, and 
can be easily administered as a part of the present Hawaiian Reservation. 

It is recommended that the Bureau enter ihto correspondence with Mr. 0. S.| 
Judd, C/o The Board of Agriculture, Honolulu, T, thi^and 

that effort be made to secure Johnston Island 


ua a 


. 0 ; 


Jarvis . Uas3m& 


Baker 


p , . . . 

(Tfi®“oth©r islands mentioned in letter). 


While African discoveries haw boon olainssd by the British and title to them 
is now more or less in dispute* it seems probable that part* if not all of them 
may eventually corns under American jurisdiction when the matter - of making tLem 
reservations may be considered. So far as I a® aware, Jarvis Island was first 
visited by scientists during an expedition of this present summer from the 
Bishop Museum. As yet, we have had no report as to their findings. <k» or 
two accounts of the birds of Howland and Baker Islands have been printed and 
the megger information obtained can be furnished when wanted. 


Very truly yours, 


Att. 


jT ) ) / [ 

QjJ. US • 

Biologist 


WM&p 

1 Ql. j 

Lo 






















JOBISTOH I3LAH0 LEASE 

From reaorde of Commission of Public Lands* T« B. 


General Lease 661 of Johnston Island Lat, 16 44* 48" I Long* 
169° 32* 24" W» "Is a lagoon island, the reef being about 8 miles 
long in a H B and 3 W direotion* Edges defined by breakers. 


"On the reef are Islets, the larger (called Johnson Island) 
lying to the 8. W. is half a mile long EH® and IS Ij the smaller 
called Sand Isle is a mere sand bank about 500 yards in diameter and 


lies 1 mile 


of Johnston Island," 


Lease made to Max 3 chi earner September 20, 1909 for 15 years 


from September 11, 1909. Annual rental #25.00, 


Special conditions in this lease are as follows* 


"ind it is further agreed and understood by and between the 


Lessor and Lessee that should at any time during the term of the lease, 
part or parts of the said Islands be required by either the Federal or 
Territorial Governments for any public purposes, the Lessor may resume 
and take possession of such part or parts, the same thereupon to be 
reserved from and oease to be subject to the covenants and conditions of 


this lease; and upon the event of resumption of possession thereof by 
the Lessor for that reason, the rent herein reserved shall thereupon 


be reduced in the proportion to the value of the land so withdrawn, 

"The Lessee to plant on the premises five hundred (500) ooooanut 
trees per annum, and maintain same in good growing condition during the 


term of this lease. 




r> 

“And it is further agreed and understood between the parties 
hereto, that the Lessee will not alios?/ the use of explosives of any 
hind in the water Immediately adjacent to Johnson Island for the purpose 
of hilling or oapturing fish* 

•’And it is further agreed and understood between the parties 
hereto, that the Lessee will not allow the destruction of birds on or 


the oapturing of birds for removal from said Johns 


f># 


Island or from the 


water immediately adjacent thereto," 

On August 8, 1917, Sdward M. May presented an affidavit to the 
Commissioner of Public Lands to the effect that during June, 1914, in 
company with Oapt* George Piltz, slnoe deceased, he visited #iat is 
known as Johnston alias Cornwallis Island, and »s on the island for one 
day and viewed the entire landscape of the island, he found the island 

to be a reef with two islets, the island was uninhabited and unimproved, 

# 

and with only slight vegetation, which vegetation consisted of grass, 
and some bushes, similar to those along the shore of the island of Oahu, 
There were no ooooanut trees on the island whatsoever, nor any signs 
of any such trees or the cultivation therefor. 

On August 9, 1917, H« 3# Stafford petitioned the Commissioner 


of Public Lands to determine the lease because the lessee had not planted 
the ooooanut trees and had not paid the taxes on the island as required by 


the leaee. 



On august 23, 1917, the Coaomissloner of Public Lands wrote to 
Max Scfclemmers 


r»Uy attention having been called to the faot that you have not 

' \/ a \ : .. N ' ’ •. _ . - ; 

complied with, the terms of your lease Ho. 661 of Johnson Island, I 
heg to notify you that unless the terms of said lease are complied 
with before September 1, 1916, said lease will he terminated* 1 


On August 9, 1918, the lease was assigned to C, X. Ai of 


Honolulu, with the consent of the Commissioner of Public Lands," 


provided, however, that sudh consent shall in no wise be construed 
as varying in any respeot the liabilities am obligations to the 
Territory, under said General Lease Ho. 661, of the above named 


C. K. Ai." The consideration of assignment was $375.00. 


Botes 

The Commissioner of Publio Lands would appreciate 
reoeiviag information as to any plantings of oooonuts on Johnston 
Island. 


(Signed) C. S. Judd 


Honolulu, T. H. 
Juno 4, 1923. 


Superintendent of forestry. 
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DUPLICATE 


U. S. Department of Agriculture 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Washington, D. C., 


INVOICE OF SPECIMENS 




In Exchange. 


U. G. Nat. Mps . 

j> jQ- 

Col lector's H~' 


NAME 


Remarks 


A W. 7o zo 
A.W. 7ozz 
A.W. 6874- 
A. W. 6803 
A.W. 6804- 
C.E.R. SO 
89 

A.W. 6777 
A-W- 6817 


Bulweria bulweri 


ff 


Pferodroma hypoleuca 
Puffinus nafi vi+a+is 


if 




Megalopterus hawaiiensis 


rf 


Puffmus cuneatus 


if 


if 


Diomedea nigripes 


it 


if 


if 


Approved, 
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Shipment No. 


DUPLICATE 


U. S. Department of Agriculture 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 


Washington, D. C., 


INVOICE OF SPECIMENS 


Forwarded to.... 

F or fnmtrnafm . 

In Exchange. 


U. G. Nat t-'M’ O ’S. 

m n— 

HU, 


Not cataloged 



S~ 14 ~ _ 




NAME 


Bulweria bulweri 
Puffinus cunea-f-us 
A nous s. pileatus 


Remarks 


if 




set / egg 


ff 


tf 


li ti 


IN CHARGE. BIOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


Chief. 


Approved, 
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for a number of years the Biological Survey# U. 3, Department 
of Agriculture# has had in mind a detailed survey of the islands com¬ 
prised in the Hawaiian Bird Reservation# a project finally realised 
during the past summer when arrangements were made with the Havy 
Department for transportation# and the use of a mine sweeper# the 
0* 8. 3# Manager# was secured for a period of four and one half months. 
She survey# made in cooperation with the Bishop da seam of Honolulu# 
covered as broad a field as practicable. The personnel of the 

scientific party# trader direction of Dr. A. Wetmore of the Biological 

* 

Survey# varied from month to month but on the average twelve men were 
kept constantly in the field from April 4 to August 13# 1923. She 


work covered the entire chain of leeward islands in the Hawaiian group 
from Jflhoa to Ocean Island distant thirteen hundred miles from Honolulu. 
Visits were made as well to Johnston and lake islands. Extensive 


collections of mammals* birds# reptiles# fishes# insects# shells# 
miscellaneous marine invertebrates* corals# plants and marine algae# 
and rook samples were Collected as opportunity offered# and much 
general information secured. A number of islands wear® accurately 

mapped for the first time# charts were corrected by the officers 

* 

of the Tanager# and other data of value to mariners secured. 


Previous to this Laysan and Midway islands had been thoroughly 


covered# but other islands had been visited by naturalists for periods 
of a few hours only# or in some cases had been wholly unknown. Through 
the able assistance of the officers and crew of the Tsnager camping 





parties for extended woxk were landed wherever desired resulting in 
thorough scientific exploration* 

$h© chain of islands visited has long been famous for its 
brooding colonies of albatrosses* shearwaters* boobies* tarns, and 
other sea-birds which resort there in large numbers, Evan Hooker 
Island (fig* ) apparently a barren rook has a breeding population 
of over two hundred thousand birds. 

The rocky island of Sihoa was of interest through its extensive 
regains of ancient habitation, while the strange stone temple platforms* 
on the summit of Heciter* an Island not mentioned in Polynesian legends* 
pointed to some forgotten religious cult of considerable importance. 

Stone implements sifted from the chest of caves below the heads of 
huge cliffs may throw light on the personality of the humans who evident¬ 
ly can® here regularly to worship. 

On Ocean Island the party occupied a camp site not far from 

that once used by the crew of the U. S. S. Saginaw wrecked there In. 

the 

1887, Wake Island* annexed to the United States by ^Commanding Officer 
of the U* S. S. Thomas on July 4* 1808* had not been visited by 
scientists, so far as known* since December 20* 1841 when Titian Peale 
and other members of the famous U. 8 . Exploring Expedition landed there 
for a few hours. A party from the Manager remained ashore on Wake for 
nine days while the ship stood by unable to anchor because of the depth 
of water surrounding the islands. 



Collections brought to the TJ. S. national Uusoura include large 

* . . t .iT- ■ ' 1, 

series of sea sad land birds and nine specimens of the rare Hawaiian 

’ ■ :'p 

deal 1 tlonaohus. i • On -L&ysaa Island Mr* Donald B* Dlotcey 

Vi ■ ' 

of Pasadena* who accompanied the party for the first month* secured 

fine series of moving pictures that depict the bird life of this 

* 

* 

famous colony, the social customs of the albatross and other things 
of interest. 



















JtiSHWwy of 2 ana@tr saspoAltion* 1023,* 

April 4. Loft Honolulu at noon. 

lt*-0o«dr* 3* S'* King* Eoproooatat tm of Atoiril# 

Chief boatswain 3t siphon Xjagjjhaoi* 0c®»ii4il,ng Of floor of taa&ijor 

Poroonnol of Soiantif io Party* 

A* Aotmore* la onarge* 

0. II* iloaot spoolallot la ro&ast oontrol* 

8« a, 0ioi»yt photograph*?* motion and still pis taros* 

3, 0* Ball.* biologist* 

D* fhiuuwn* ocaohologiot* 

* 

o* f* railway* #a%©»aol©gi#t* 

’g* L* Qmm* botanist* 

Q% Grant* assistant* 

r* assistant* 

J. f* Shompaont procurator* 

.pril 7* Arrived Aaysan Island* 

April 8* Eotabliahod shore oamp and began, operations. 

April 14* With port of party faaager oontiwed west* 

■ 

y«r**et»el of western party* 

, 4 * Wet.taore* in ctoargo. 

0 * i, £v0.lwm& 

8* L* Gaos 

* 1 *^ 1 . dye ni“n Oils ifi'-o iiiM 

. 1 #» 

v* Grant - 

Heat of party with Goo* Higgs* Bavy eooss* in oaf on ^aysaa. 
April 18* Anchored in Into afternoon at Midway* 



April 16. 



M %« Oouan 1 Sinai* where ling *»d «'««*» *• 


reconnoitred passage through reef* 

* 

April 17* Store oaap established* 

' April 22* Atom ea«t> «ad transferred to Iid*Wfcy where tparters 

ware obtained at Cable Station* throats Kindness of Snperlntendonl 

/ 

,dr* 1, oasnouee. 


April 23. Tit Hod Eastern Island* 

VA ' 

April 85. left ilid»sy at daybreak Ml arrived at two at Pearl m& 
Hemes Beef. 


April 26. landed m Southeast island* 

•April 27* lamed m. Grass and Seal islands* 
April 26* landed on Southeast Island* 

April 29* Arrived at toyean 2*00 |A 


April 30* Sasmger departed at 6*00 p*m. for Honolulu* taxing 

Oleksy* fheiqpeoit* -Omm* and fallsway# with reminder of party 


la comp on Luysaa. 

tey 13* Sfsanger returned. in evening and seat boat ashore following 
morning* 


Hay 14* Broke oaap on Laysan* 


Additional aio-abors of scientific party* 

Oerrlt P* JUder* warden of reservation and botanist* 

2. a* fhurston* ooaahologist* 

'fl Prangs* assistant* 

i 

Austen Jones* fisherman* 
f« E* Lawrence* photographer. 


John 3ajeer* flahormun. 










May is* lmm& oaraping party on Bialansie* with following: litiWMNIi 

Johleraser, Ball# fisaamw* Grant* Bale®** (with 0* Higgs* Ifety oo<»s}* 

Sit fwtgtr ooaitiBfod Bono with Jiliior* staapototi* 0**»ga 
Xowpoiuni to JNHuri n»4 Sotwao Bttf ttotrt Bono ®3et.««imt®4 a 
rabbit ooXony on MowUMart la&anA* 


May If* Swagor mummmi to idtSMMKI* 


Say 20* 



my a* *MtoM off GarBXnor Islang* 

i®y 22* i*»4«4 aotwo.no* SohlwMtr* fteaattt* Ball* fiMtr# Bawa®** 
.Hater, »i 0r* VUoon (of th« SNWgor) on fert&aoff* wfcort party 
rominod natil noon* Ufl Gardiner at 0*00 i»#«* 


May 24* ^rrlv&i at lihon In aftorooon oIhhm m rmmtmd at anoiior 

j '• 

, \ t ’ - , 

until asorniag of 

.. • ■ . > •■ • • _ ■ - 

■any 20 unable to 1*84 booMUMt of contrary winds* 


May 27* Arrived tionolala §*00 P*»* 


June 0. Onager *nU«4 at fit# with following in party* 

a* fotnorof in #»rgo* 


M« sohlowaort assistant, 

0. 3* Ju4i* ethnologist. 

B* Gkrtwitf&t* ethnologist. 


B* L* Gaura* botanist* 


B* Skaanwa, ooneholoeiat* 
E* Goote* oonohologist* 
E* 0* Palmar* geologist* 


B. R. Bryan, entomologist. 









4 ** 


Q, Qmntt assistant* 

A* 1. 0* Athinaeu* assistant* 

Am ft* ft! os* assistant* 

V* a. Anderson* assistant* 

Jun» 10* lands4 following ports? on Sihoa in evening* <&taore« Sohlsmsr* 
Coosa» 'Bmuxim* Bryan, tent* Goo Higgs* lavy sock* 

June 11* fan&ger transferred oilier members of party* under leadership 
of Judd to lecher* 

June 14* fanagsr returned haring left Atkinson and ,&darson cm leaker* 
transferred liihoa party to ship and lasted Judd* Palsier* Cartwright* 
<3ea»* and a Filipino ooo*c on Hihoa* 

At 2* GO p*an faaagsr left for Becker* 

June 17* landed party m. leaker at it GO a*ss* and arranged easp* At 

4*0© p*sn the fsnager left for whim® taking Gooke* Atkinson* .JLoe, 
and Anderson* 

June 20* Manager plowed up party at SiHon* 

June 21* Manager arrived 4*30 and camp was broken* Anderson returned 
to join party* 

June 22* Arrived French Frigates Jfcoal and established estop on Hast 
Island* 

June 24* in late afternoon transferred camp to fern Island* (Haring 
work here all of the islands in the lagoon except disappearing 
Island ware visited by motor sailor* On June 27 we worsted around 
the base of La Perouse Kook*} 








June 2S. Loft broach. Frigates Shoal. 

Juno 29* Party landed m lustier for <*&y while taiiager *»d© soundings 

> 

» 

In vlainlty. 

July X* Ciroiaamvigatel Kbsila laJjyad in small boat* unable to land 
bosuns© of adverse wind* arrived Honolulu II? 15 p*®* 

July 7# Left Honolulu 9:45 a.a* on Ulue Sweeper Whippoorwill with 
deetrcyersj Burns end Ludlow in attendance with dapt&la 
format In omiamA* * hydroplane aboard Whippoorwill* Personnel 


of eaiontifia party? 

a. Wetmore* In charge. 

B. flahletwer* assistant* 

0. II. a&aontson* biologist* 
B* 1* Bryan* entoaologisl. 

. J. 1. Poliooft* botanist. 

G. Grunt* assistant. 

®* G. Anderson* assistant. 
Ome Cheatham* assistant. 
See. Higgs. Hairy cook* 


July 12. Destroyer© left for Honolulu leaving Whippoorwill behind. 

July 19. U. 8. 8. Manager arrived. Ships spent most of day transferring 
oil* Additional raembera of sciantifio party j. fhaanum* oonohologist* 
H. B* Palmer* geologist* and J. B. d&rm. topographer * Whippoorwill 


returned to Honolulu* 


r 


July 20. Left Johnston Island on farnger. 





Joly 17* on Inin 

.oagust &* Broice <xmp m& «$*saE»&* 
August 13* AivttMft Honolulu* 
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PERSONNEL "TANAGER" EXPEDITION. 


TRIP A (April) 


TRIP B (May ) 


TRIP C (June) 


TRIP D (July) 


1 . Alexander Wetmore : Alexander Wetmore 

: C- i* Reno 


2 , C* $(£• Reno 

3 . Stanley C. Ball 


Stanley C. Ball 


Alexander Wetmore 

®-r- S — Edmond son 


:Alexander Wetmore 
: . 3m 

• J ■ 

:C. H. Edmondson 


4 . David T. Pali away j Ir;:v l d 7 ul 1 away 

* - “ » 


Edwin H. Bryan ” ff * ?*?*!*.., 


* 


5 . DsmpWI Thaanum £&. 

T- * 

6 . Edward L. Caara 


IJ ^ 

AS' {/Q? 


i * 


• v 


8 . Or Grant 

9 • ^ 0-4'Xuwvrvio/ 
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BERNICE P. BISHOP MUSEUM 
HONOLULU, HAWAII, 


November 26,1923 


Nr. Alexander Wetmore, 

Bureau of Biological Survey, 

Washington , D.G. , 

% 

Dear Dr.Wetmore: 

In working over the Tanager diptera, I found the description 

of a species which is very close to the Hippoboscid which we caught 

of 

on frigate birds, and^which you took specimens to be identified. 

Dr.Spdiser, in the Fauna Hawaiiensis, vol.III,p.87,1901, 
describes Olfers ia acarta . Concerning it he notes that while the 
specimens he describes from Kona, Hawaii were parasites on a species 
•of short-eared owl, he knew the species previously in a specimen 
caught by Prof.Schauinsland on Molokai, parasitic on our fariend 
Atasan aauila 1., which was undescribed. He says it is near Olfersia 

.-Q-- i n .. - * 


pattidilabris Rond, from Mexico. 

■il l i— m ■ MP u'rn n mi u mmmmmmm * . <■■■!— — —— owm—mm 


I have carefully compared our 
paratypes in the Fauna Hawaiiensis 


Tanager specimens with two 
collection and find that while 


very much alike in general form, they differ in some respects. 

The paratypes are decidedly lighter in color than our specimens 
and are cloat&ed with long golden hairs, while our specimens lack 
these, even those never put in$ alcohol. The legs are much darker in 
our specimens and the wings more strongly iniuscated. Our specimens 
are much larger, although the principal difference is in the length 


of the abdomen, which are shriveled up in the paratypes. The 
descriptions is written in long-winded German, but I managed to get 
thru it, and find it substantiated the paratype specimens. 

Please let me know as soon as you settle this species finally, 
as I want to include the fly in my thesis as well as in the report. 

Yours very sincerely, 

&oLwwo B-f. __ 






































MOTION PICTURES OF 


BIRDS 


OF 


LAYSAN 


By Donald R. Dickey 


UNIVERSITY CLUB, HONOLULU 

Thursday Evening, August 23 

8 O’CLOCK 


ADMIT ONE 






I 


V 


LOu 




UiH(W 


Ouvl- S’- ^<2Aj 

f(uL- 6 !ojJjuL 




’. <jl 


''aJuL(U. 


e bi£/CnA\ cl - 

^ it Cfa — c^cL^/ 

yy) us/ 


?>/yVialL 


| fP i " * I 

15 , ,!3yuA § 

.^axxra^ix^i 

<h q> 


A 


c 3 jlAav^ 




9 w- 

I fc. IfUstJttAs ^/dLasiuL cxf^AsvUL , 

7 >l 


ciXcA/ 2 /L^, 


7 )?i 


(fiayuJL 7 !>MuLl ; 


5 .. S’a/wX ^aJuUa^ . 

, ^4AA4AAA^-llvL . ffi/to~Vt/ts) . 

cMCrtJj/VU JPJUrV-ti/. 
\/AaJL ; 




Tt 








* 







V 


c/> 

DO 

0 ) 


3 

a 

p 


U. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE 








UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


August 7, 1923. 

\ . 


Dr, Alexander Wetmore, 

Care Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, T. H. 

Dear Wetmore: 

Your letters of July 18 and 19, from Johnston Island, have been 
received and I am very glad to have the information they contain. I 
look forward with keen interest to your return and to hear all about 
the splendid trips you have been making. 

It is fine that you have come to a definite and satisfactory 
understanding with Doctor Gregory concerning the matter of publications. 


I was highly pleased to get your wireless reoently announcing 
your arrival on Wake Island and the capture of a land rail, which I 
assume is a new species. I hope you may get other fine things there. 

Your sailing on August 25 for home will be perfectly satis¬ 
factory, The matter of the boat to take is, of course, for your own 
decision. 

If it is possible to avoid going on the trip to investigate the 
goat situation, I think it will be well for you to do so; but if the 
people in the Agricultural Department there are at all insistent, of 
course, it will be better to carry out the program. At the same 
time, I believe that we can be practically as helpful to them through 
correspondence as through a flying visit to the goat country, since 
they should be intelligent enough to carry out general instructions to 
meet the conditions. 

The matter of bringing back the tent you have is one which 
should be decided by you. If you bring it back I would suggest that 
you send it to Mr. D. A* Gilchrist, Phoenix, Arizona, and at the same 
time drop him a line. Box 765, so that he will be notified and can get 
it to place in official storage and for use as he may need it. 


I hope that the films from Dickey will reach you in time so you 
can show them at Honolulu. He wrote me the other day that he was 
planning to send them for you to receive them before leaving the islands. 



Chief of Bureau. 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


July 23, 1923. 


Dr. Alexander Wetrao re, 

Care Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, T. H. 

Dear Doctor Wetmore: 

I have your undated letter from Honolulu giving an account of 
your trips up to the time of your last visit there. You are certain¬ 
ly having a most interesting experience, and one that I would give 
much to have been able to have taken part in. It must be great sport 
to land on those difficult islands and to collect the birds you find 

there. 

I am also deeply interested in the archeological results and 
hope you may find something of the same kind on the other islands in 
addition to the two you mentioned. 

Dickey notified us that his films have come out 100$ good, so 
that they should make a very interesting showing of the birds on Lays an. 
He has been instructed to send the Bureau film to y*K,in order that 
you may show it to the people at the Bishop Museum before returning to 

the States. 

Preble’s attention will be called to your instructions as to 
not opening the boxes containing eggs until your return. 

How that you are bound for Wake Island it is evident that your 
expedition will be at an end in the not distant future. We shall be 
pleased to see you back here and anticipate a most interesting account 
of your trip. The results will undoubtedly be of very great interest 
and scientific value. 


Sincerely yours. 




I 



July 5, 1923 

I* 


Lajor 0. Grant 

Icthyologist of "Tange* Expedition". - Trip 2 


Dear Major Grunt: 


In order to relieve you of certain responsibilities for 
the results of Trip 1> to Johnston and Wake Islands and such others 
as H-.,, be visited, and to assure the collection mi preservation ©£ 
the specimens which the Bernice P. Bishop Museum desires, I am writ¬ 
ing for your guidance the following directions. Of course it is 
to be understood that Dr. !7etmore,sa head of the scientific party, 
is? free to modify these instructions at his discretion. 

fry to collect at least three uninjured specimens of each 
species of fish found in the vicinity of ea oh island visited. Shis 
rule may be modified in the case of large fishes by preserving one 
entire fish and the head or left lateral half of the * head through 
gills of two others. Zn the case of large sharks the tail fin and 
posterior end of caudal peduncle together with median fins and one 
pair of lateral fins will answer. These should be accompanied pre¬ 
ferably by photographs, otherwise by a sketch and description in¬ 
cluding length, color markings and other features as you may determine. 
Complete Jaws and teeth of at least one specimen of each shark are 
desirable but if head is saved us© your Judgment about another set* 

l ' - ' ' 

Smaller rather than larger specimens of all fishes are desir¬ 
ed, but if colors differ in old and young (larval, forms kepp dis¬ 
tinct) include one larger specimen. Of the mm 11 forms, particularly 
of unusual species, keep as many as can be accommodated even up to 20 . 

Specimens under 6 inches in length, unless especially bulky 
or with relatively impermeable skins,- or partially decomposed, need 
not oe opened. larger individuals should be opened from vent, 
direcu,ing neision slightly or extensively forward on right hand side 
according to sise and shape of fish. Hun knife blade“lSo tHoker— 
portions of musculature with as little injury to internal organs as 
pots ei ole* Pune tine air bladder if present. 

Inject specimens which are too large to be prepared by the 
above method. This is particularly desirable for all specimens 
longer than six inches. 







kaj. G. G« r 8. 


Wrap ©ach rare specimen alone in cheese cloth, preferrably 
with an individual label inside between folds of cloth bearing either 



in your field book, or bearing locality, 
as "fringing reef”. "barrier reef" 


lagoon" C inside the atoll) p, l§ fat boss - 1 mil© south of island % ’etc 


only on the label and write the 
with firm scales may be bunched. 


water - distilled 


if mm Ibis, for injecting end preserving® Avoid placing apeciaeas 
in undiluted fluid• Allow at least twice the volume o* - re sc rv stive 
: rnr specimen for the first few days at least® For shipment, spool mans 
thoroughly cured ma ( j© packed in can or barrel and sparingly moistened 
with preservative® Evapoi. ion must then be prevented, "seep out of 
sun and away from artificial heat. 

if several larger fiahes.are placed together in container at 

one tiaa, it is well to change the position of those at bottom durine 
first two days. ® 

le, encourage other mm rs of the party to 
pick up fishes. Kspecially desirable are collection® taken from 

linger,^ Whippoorwill, or in deeper water, eil *r by day or by 
use of cargo light at night. Many valuable small fishes were taken 
at the surface in this my on trios A and B. 


-o—- ».ui^ ku«i J.-W4UZS1 ox wie plunder. 

Very truly yours. 



Curator ox ooxj.ecT.ions 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

July 5, 1923. 

BX-S 

Hawaii 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

C/o Bishop Museum, 
Honolulu, T. Hawaii. 


Dear Dr. Wetmore: 


ill* 


is 


Your letter of June 9 to Dr. Nelson was read with 
ch interest, and I was very glad to learn that your expedition 
working out so successfully. 


Xn regard to financial arrangements $650.00 is Being 
allotted in accordance with your estimate of your needs tinder 
Project 4, Bird Befuges, Game and Bird Beservations. 

Dr. Nelson has already written to you in regard to 
visiting the goat-infested island at the request of the Territorial 
Department of Agriculture, and #100.00 is being allotted under 
Project 10, Supervision, Economic Investigations, for that pur¬ 
pose. It will, of course, be necessary to carry any expenditures 
in connection with that trip in a separate account. 

Dr. Nelson has answered your letter and I think your other 
requests have all been complied with. 

Beceipt is acknowledged of your radiogram of July 2, and 
it was telephoned to Mrs. Wetmore. Beceipt is also acknowledged 
of 3 small boxes containing birds’ eggs, a specimen of Eerpestes . 
an owl, 4 terns, and small birds. 


I am making final preparations for leaving for Arizona, 
where I am to be engaged in field work for several months. 

With kind wishes for your continued success, I remain. 

Sincerely yours. 


In Charge, 

Biological Investigations 







Form Bi-353 
April, 1922 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


lo. 


-Bi 


ALLOTMENT, AND INCREASE OR DECREASE, 


July 5 # 1923. 


Dr. A. Wetmore, 

C/0 Bishop Musetm, Honolulu, Hawaii. 


Dear Sir: 


By direction of the ’Chief, -Bureau of Biological Survey, the sum of 




100*00 


Has been 


al 1 o 11 e. ri ; f o. r e xp e n d i t u re s 


under the appropriation ?f General Expenses 


Bureau of Biological Survey 

1 —' u 1 


„ £ 


ts 


symbol no. 10 (Supervision) 

(Show this number on each account charged hereto.) 


durin, 


u 


his. fiscal 


year, i 


r netter of Authorization No. 


Bi . 


dated July 1, 1923. 


This is for the purpose ef covering iagoenses Incurred in connect ion with 

consulting with the Commissioner of Agriculture at Honolulu concerning goats iiw 
festing certain islands. 

Liabilities may be incurred against this amount not to exceeds 

1st Quarter |>1Q0.00 

Unexpended balance may be carried forward into the following quarter. 


You will be held responsible for compliance with the terms of' your Letter 
of Authorization and for keeping within the amount of your allotment. IB YOUR 
TOTAL ALLOTMENT IS EXCEEDED WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY OBTAINED WRITTEH AUTHORITY OP 
THE CHIEP OP THE BUREAU, THE EXCESS WILL HOT BE MET BY THE BUREAU, UNLESS 
(1) THERE IS MONEY AVAILABLE PROM THE PROPER APPROPRIATION AND (2) A 3ATIS- 
PACTORY EXPLANATION IS 'MADE POR PAILURE TO SECURE IN ADVANCE THE NECESSARY 
INCREASE. 



GOVEUNMENT TKIN’i )NG OlFJ< K 


















Form Bi-358 
March, 1923 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

No.. -Bi. 

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION 


Alexander mm t 

Assistant Biologist# 



Under authority conferred upon me by the Secretary of Agriculture (L. A. 
No. 8-Sec., dated July 1, 1923), you are hereby authorized to incur expenses 
as follows during the fiscal year 1924 in the performance of your official 
duties under the appropriation "General Expenses, Bureau of Biological Survey, 
1924": 

1. Actual and necessary traveling expenses of yourself and your assistants, 
between official stations and points throughout the United States, including, 
when the cost of travel is reduced thereby, mileage for use of personally owned 
automobiles at the rate of 7 cents per mile. 

2. Hire of temporary assistants, subject to civil-service rules. 

3. Station and field expenses as defined in paragraph efr, Fiscal Regula¬ 
tions, including the special items enumerated in the last section of said para¬ 
graph . 

4. Other necessary miscellaneous expenses. 



Object of travel: 


Travel entirely outside of your district must be under instructions from 
the Chief of Bureau. You will be allowed actual subsistence expenses, not to 
exceed $5.00 per day, while absent from official headquarters. 

Subsistence expenses incurred by your assistants traveling under instruc¬ 
tions from you will be paid from sums allotted to you for this fiscal year. 

All expenditures hereunder must be in strict conformity with law, the 
Fiscal Regulations of the Department of Agriculture, orders of the Secretary, 
and decisions of the Comptroller General. 


Your permanent headquarters will be WasMngtOn, D.C. 

▲ true eopy: 



Acting Chief of Bureau. 


UOVKIINMENT rRINTiNG OrFICK 






Form Bi-359 
April, 1922 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


No 


-Bi 


ALLOTMENT, AND INCREASE OR DECREASE, 


July 1, 1925. 


3>r . ilex* Wetmore, Asst. Biologlst. 



Bi$hop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii* 


Dear Sir: 


By direction.of the Chief, Bur i of Biological Survey, the 


Q C! 


of 


$ 650*00 


has been 


all at fed f o r expend! fares 


under the appropriation- "General Expenses, ■ 


oyical Survey, 

- W : 7 ■ 


4 ," 


symbol no. 4 (Bird Refuges) 

(Show this number on each ae 

year, under Letter of Authorization N 



, during, this fiscal 

urged hereto.) 

91 -Bl. da t e'd July 1, 1923* 


This is for the purpose f covering necessary expenses incurred in connection 
with expedition to Hawaii* 

Liabilities may be incurred against this amount not to exceed; 

1st Quarter $650*00 

Unexpended balance may be carried forward into the following quarter* 


You-will be held responsible for compliance wit the. terms of .your Letti 
of Authorization and for keeping within the amount of your' allotment. IN YU 
TOTAL ALLOTMENT IS EXCEEDED WITHOUT PREYlOhUU: OBTAINED WRITTEN AUTHORITY ON 
THE CHIEN ON THE BUREAU, THE EXCESS WILL NOT BE MET BY 'IN BUREAU, UNL 
(1) THERE IS MONEY AVAILABLE PROM THE PROPER APPROPRIATION AND (2) A SATIS- 

NACTORY EXPLANATION IS MADE' NOR NAILURE TO SECURE IN ADVANCE THE NECESSARY 

INCREASE. 


Ve.ry truly you 


V' c* 

J, O 


7 


GOVERNMENT FRINTINO OFFICE 




3. J. Oohnaxu 


rn Char the of 




Aocounts 






Dr. Wetmore. 


Copy for 



TAHAGER EXPEDITION - SKIP "D ,T 

Memorandum from the Director. 



As at present outlined, the plans for the Tanager 

Expedition, Trip "Dp are as follows: 

fhe destroyers "Burns" and "Ludlow" and the mine 
sweeper "Whip-poor-will" will leave Honolulu on the 
morning of July 7 for Johnston Island with the following 

scientific personnel on hoard: 

Dr* Alexander Wetmore 
C. H* Edmondson 
Edwin H. Bryan 
James B. Pollock 
David Thaanum 
0* Grant 

Max Schlemner, Jr* 

W* G. Anderson 

These men will pursue their investigations at John¬ 
son Island until the arrival of the "Tanager" about July 17. 
On or about July 14, the "Tanager" will leave Honolulu 

for Wake Island with the remainder of the scientific party, 
namely: 

Harold S. Palmer 
J* B* Mann 

Orme Cheatham (probably) 

Upon the arrival of the 'Tanager" at Johnson Island, 
the scientific party at work on that island will embark and 
continue to Wake Island, where about ten days will be avail¬ 
able for scientific work. 

Upon the return to Honolulu from Wake island, the 

Expedition will disband. 








Form B1-359 
April, 1922 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

/A, A'- : '-’''Ur l* YYfar ■■ • 1 ,r sT^t. M ■- ’ 

•A:-''‘ ypYD- : YBiylL B v • ,.Byr.; S'f.BYY:- af'B.ptY'- ' Rw ft* ; 

—-- s, \y 

. No'.__-Bi. 

ALLOTMENT, AND INCREASE OR DECREASE. 

June 30, 1923. 

Dr, JULex Wetoore, Assistant Biologist, 

C/0 Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dear Sir: 


3y direction of the thief, Bureau of Bi clerical Survey, the sum 


$ 21.16 


a 


ias been Eddod to 


the amoimt a 1 1o11ed. dor eapend.itures 


under the appropriation "General Expenses, Bureau of Biological Sumy, 1^8/ 


SYMBOL no; 4 (Bird Seftigos) 

(Show this number on each account charged hereto.) 


, during this fiscal 


year, under letter of Authorization No. 


131 


-13 


i., dated February 16* 1923. 


This is for the purpose o : f covering expenses incurred in oo me at ion with 
expedition to Hawaii* 


Ho balance wan be carried beyond June 30, 1923, 


Letter 


You will he held responsible for compliance with the terms of your 
ox Authorization and for keeping within the amount of your allotment. IB YOUR 
TOTAL ALLOTMENT IS EXCEEDED WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY 'OBTAINED WRITTEN AUTHORITY OB 
THE CHIEB OB THE BUREAU, THE EXCESS WILL NOT BE MET BY THE BUREAUduNLESS 
(1) THERE IS MONEY AVAILABLE FROM THE PROPER APPROPRIATION AND ( 2 ) A SATIS¬ 
FACTORY EXPLANATION IS MADE BOR FAILURE TO SECURE IN ADVANCE pfE NECE^SAj 
INCREASE. 



ry truly yours 


GOVERNMENT HUNTING (;lfK,K 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


C0HFIDS1TOIAL 


June 26, 1923 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

Oare Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, H. T. 

Dear Doctor Wetmore* 

Your confidential letter of June 9, from Honolulu, concerning 
the addition of Mr. Lawrence, of the Bishop Museum, to your party, has 
been received. I trust you will be very certain that he makes no 
collections which will go to the American Museum, and if it proves 
that he is a representative of the American Museum and his photographs 
go to them for their use, I shall consider that it is a very unpleasant 

case. 

Furthermore, any publication by the American Museum of an ac¬ 
count of the bird reservation obtained on the present trip without 
first securing the permission of the Secretary of Agriculture, through 
this Bureau, would be absolutely unjustifiable and would look like a 
case of taking an unscrupulous advantage, particularly in view of the 
fact that their subscription to the trip was withdrawn. naturally 
the publications concerning this expedition should be prepared by you, 
with any additional matter to come through our consent. We certainly 
do not need his assistance in preparing reports on the expedition. 

From what you write concerning the large number of people on 
the expedition it appears to me that the Bishop Museum must be taking 
advantage of the opportunity to the full extent at least. 2n© 
question is whether the opportunity is not being crowded, particularly 
if men like the man representing Murphy, which appears not to be a 
soientist but merely a writer. I should consider additions of 
that kind to the party beyond the subject of our agreement and of a 
kind which was not contemplated when Doctor Gregory and I had our con¬ 
ference. Of course, it will be desirable to avoid any controversy 
unless forced into it, but I certainly should include in any other ex¬ 
pedition a definite understanding to cover cases of that kind. 


Sincerely yours 



Chief of Bureau 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

AND REFER TO 

June 26, 1923. 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

Care Bishop Siuseum, 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dear Doctor Wetmore: 

Your letter of June 9, giving an account of the work to date 
and forwarding accounts, etc., has been received. A copy of the 
canary bulletin will be sent to the address you give, and the money 
matters you refer to will be taken up promptly. 

1 hope you may run across either the Laysan teal or an unknown 
representative of it on ifake Island, where you can get a nice series. 
In view of the fact that the birds were about to breed the time you 
were on Laysan and the other adverse conditions, I think you were 
right in limiting the number of specimens you took. 

I wish to repeat that I am greatly pleased at the way you have 
handled the expedition to date and hope that it may be completed 
without any unpleasant episode of any kind. If this is accomplished 
it will undoubtedly be largely through your tact and good judgment. 

As you are probably aware, joint expeditions very commonly end with a 
lot of ill feeling and personal animosities. I shall consider this 
a remarkable case if we can avoid It. At the same time, I do not be¬ 
lieve that we should stand for any uncalled-for imposition of any kind 
but should maintain our rights, while giving others all that is due 
them. 


I will ask Goldman to write you more in detail concerning the 
specimens and the financial arrangements. 

It is fine that you are getting such good success with your 
camera. I look forward with the greatest interest to seeing your 
pictures, and especially those from Johnston and Wake islands. 

In view of the specific requests from the Department of Agri¬ 
culture for you to visit the goat-infested island, I think probably 
it will be best for you to do so. I have written them that you have 
not had experience in controlling animals of this kind, but at the 
same time you can inform them that you have received instructions 
from me to make the trip if they specially desire it. 

It is a great disappointment that it is impossible for you to 
secure the permit to collect birds at this season, as I hoped that 
you might get some very interesting material. 



2 - 


X would suggest if it is practicable you might be putting the 
narrative of the trip into shape from time to time as opportunity 
offers, so to be that much ahead when you re turn to Washington. 

With best regards, I am 

* 


Sincerely yours. 





































UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


June 23, 1923 


G. P. Wilder 



hr . A, Wetmore, 

Care of Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

In June, 1918, we appointed Mr. Gerrit P. Wilder as Warden 
of the Hawaiian Islands Heservation, at a salary of $25 per month. 

He was recommended very highly "by Mr. William Todd, Bureau of Ilaval 
Intelligence, Hawaii, who stated that Mr. Wilder was an enthusiastic 
sportsman and conservationist and would do everything in his power 
to further the purposes for which the reservation was created. It 
was realized at the time that Jfr. Wilder might seldom he able to 
visit the reservation hut it was felt that he might keep the Bureau 
posted in regard to any matters which might have a tendency to imperil 
the safety of the birds. We have, however, received very few reports 
regarding the birds and the reservation since he was appointed, for 
the reason, no doubt, that he has been unable to visit the refuge 
more than a couple of times. According to the records, his last 
visit to the reservation, prior to this spring, was in 1919. We 
believe that Mr. Wilder is a man of very high character, that he has 
a deep interest in the birds and the refuge, and that his failure 
to send in reports of the kind desired has been due to the fact that 
there was nothing for him to bring to the attention of the Bureau. 

I shall be glad to have you give some thought to this situation while 
you are in the vicinity so that, upon your return, you may be able to 
advise me whether the Bureau is justified in paying even this small 
salary for a warden residing in Hawaii. 


Our appropriation for maintenance of reservations is, as you 
know, very limited and we have to watch each expenditure with the ut¬ 
most care, in order that we may be able to secure the highest possible 
returns for our expenditures. You have doubtless had an opportunity 
of becoming quite well acquainted with Mr. Wilder during his visit 
this spring to the reservation. You understand that we have no reason 
to feel the least bit dissatisfied with Mm. What we lack is informa¬ 
tion as to the real needs of the situation. 

With best wishes for the continued success of the expedition, 

I am, 


Sincerely yours 



Chief of Bureau 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 22, 1923. 


BI~3 

Hawaii 


Hr. Alexander Wetmore, 
c/o Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, T. Hawaii. 

Dear Dr, Wetmore*. 

Receipt is acknowledged of two additional boxes 
containing birds and also two seals, which have just been 
unpacked and found in excellent condition. Tour radiogram 
of the 19th is also received and phoned to your wife. I 
saw Mrs, Wetmore, by the way, night before last and was glad 
to find her feeling very well, 

X am inclosing herewith your letter of authorization 
for the next fiscal year. I think it will be well for you 
to have it, although no allotment has been made for your use, 
and will not be made pending further developments. I assume 
that arrangements have been made to finance your trip all the 
way back to Washington. If any emergency should arise, of course, 
you will let us know. 

Very truly yours, 

(q/X. , — 

Inclosure 49046. * n Charge, 

Biological Investigations. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 

AND REFER TO 

BI-S 
Hawaii 

Ur. Alexander Wetmore, 

C/o Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, T. Hawaii. 

Dear Dr. ¥7etmore: 

Tour letters of May 19 and 24 were received, and also 
your last radiogram,dated June 13,with the announcement that you 
left Honolulu June 9 and were encamped at ITihoa Island with six 
men. Receipt is also acknowledged of 11 boxes of specimens, 
which have just been unpacked and are nearly all, including the 
seals, in apparently excellent condition. It is possible that 
some of the feathers may slip on the heads of a few of the 
larger birds, which, as you have indicated, had to be packed 
before they were in proper condition. 

The birds are a fine lot, and I am very glad to learn 
that the extermination of the rabbits appears to have been 
complete, and that the whole Expedition to date is being so 
successfully handled. 

Mr. Reno has returned and has reported for duty. I was 
also glad to know that in addition to handling the rabbit 
destruction work very efficiently, Mr. Reno was interested in 
other objects of the expedition and found time to prepare so 
many specimens. 

I am particularly pleased at the way you have handled 
the matter of providing for a new growth of vegetation on the 
island, and in accordance with your suggestion will write to 
Mr. C. 3. Judd, Executive Officer of the Board of Commissioners 
* of Agriculture and Forestry, Honolulu, thanking him for his 

kindness and cooperation in furnishing seed. I shall also write 
to Mr. Dickey, as you have suggested, requesting him to forward 
the set of film for the Biological Survey to you at Honolulu, 
where at the close of the trip you can arrange an exhibition for 
the officers and men of the Tanager, staff of the Bishop Museum, 
and others interested. 


BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 18, 1923. 







Dr. A. W. ...2. 


I note with interest your landing on Gardiner Island, 
which.,although reported to be an inaccessible roclc, enabled you 
to record 15 species of birds. 

I have been glad to learn that Mrs. Wetmore seems to have 
recovered from her recent illness and is now feeling very well. 

Sincerely yours, 

^tti«aChief of Bureau 
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COPY 


United States Department of Agriculture 
Bureau of Biological Survey 
Washington, D. C. 


June 11, 1923 


Mr • C» S • Judo., 

Executive Officer, Board of Co 
Agriculture and Forestry, 

Honolulu, Hawaii 


Hit* 


issionexs of 


Dear Mr. Judd: 


Owing to my absence from Washington during a large 
part of the time since its arrival, your letter of April 5 
has awaited a reply until now. Mr. Reno, who has had ex¬ 
perience in the control of rodent pests has returned to the 
United States. Doctor Alexander Wef more, who is still in 
charge of the Hawaiian Island expedition and will probably 
not return until late in August, has had no experience in 
work of that character, and I doubt if he could, be of any 
practical service in the control of the goats on the islands 

which you mention. 


The work of the Biological Survey against animal pests 
has been devoted practically all to the destruction of wild 
rodents and predatory animals. We have had no practical^ex¬ 
perience in handling goats or other domestic animals. If 
goats exist in such enormous numbers as indicated by the fact 
that approximately 14,000 of them could be eorraled in a derive, 
it occurs to me uhat the value of their skins might/ be suffi¬ 
cient to make it commercially worth while for men to hunt them. 

Of course I am not informed as to the facts in the case, and 
this is merely a suggestion* If the goat pes u is of su^ii- 
ciant importance to warrant the expenditure of the money, the 
Biological Survey might loan to your Department one of its field 
experts to go to the islands for a certain period. Tais, however, 
would necessitate that he be transferred from the Departmental 
payroll to that of the islands, and the expenses of the trip to 
he*met by your Commission. 

It appears to me that by taking advantage of the country, 
a certain number of trap corrals constructed of woven, wire, 
might he built in which goats could be driven or enticed by the 
use of food and then killed for their skins. If the^ skins are 
not of sufficient value then it might oe quite feasiole to poison 
them on a tremendous scale by placing poisoned food for them near 
watering places or other localities to which they resort. With 
the goats reduced to a small number of scattered animals, their 
final destruction might depend upon shooting. 





If we can be of any practical assistance to you in 


this matter, I shall be pleased to hear from you further. 

At the same time, I would lixe very much to learn as to 
which islands the goats are so abundant as to become a pest, 
and as to the probable extent of the Territory they occupy 
and the approximate number of the animals. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. W. HELSOU 
Chief of Bureau 
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Copy for Dr. Alexander Wetrnore 


June 5. 1923 



According to present plans, the S. S. "Tanager" will 
leave Honolulu June 9 at five p.ra. , for Trip '’O’* of the 
Tanager Expedition. 

After making surveys at Hihoa Island, Decker Island, 
and French Frigate Hhoals, the ship will touch at Waimea, 

ICauai (about June 22), at which point C. S. Judd, G. Mont¬ 
ague Gooke, A. L. G. Atkinson, Herbert E. Gregory and prob¬ 
ably W. G. Anderson will disembark, and C.H.Edmondson and 
others will join the ship. 

From Waimea, the "Tanager” will proceed to Johnson 
Island, and after establishing the scientific party on shore 
(about June 25), will return to Honolulu. 

Leaving Honolulu for Trip ”D" the "Tanager" will take on 
board (about July 10) the party left on Johnson Island and will 
then proceed to Wake Island. 

After the survey of Wake Island is completed, the "Tanager 
will return to Honolulu. This will complete the plans for 



Director 





Copy for Max bchlemner 


June 5, 1923. 



According to present plans, the S. S. "Tanager" will 
leave Honolulu June 9, at five p.m., for Trip "C" of the 
Tanager Expedition. 

After making surveys at Nihoa Island, Decker Island, 
and French Frigate Shoals, the ship will touch at Waimea, 
Kauai (about June 22), at which point C. S. Judd, G. Monta¬ 
gue Cooke, A. L. C. Atkinson, Herbert E. Gregory and prob¬ 
ably W. G. Anderson will disembark, and G. H. Edmondson and 
others will join the ship. 

From Waimea, the "Tanager" will proceed to Johnson 
Island, and after establishing the scientific party on shore 
(about June 25), will return to Honolulu. 

Leaving Honolulu for Trip "D" the "Tanager" will take 
on board (about July 10) the party left on Johnson Island 
and will then proceed to Wake Island. 

After the survey of Wake Island is completed, the "Tan- 
ager" will return to Honolulu. This will complete the plans 
for 1923. 



Director. 








I JOHNS TOU IS LAND LEASE 

From records of Commission of Public Lands, T. H. 


General Lease 661 of Johnston Island Lat. 16 44* 48 IT 

Long. 169° 32* 24" W. "Is a lagoon island, the reef being 
about 8 miles long in a IT E and S W direction, judges de-tineu 

by breakers. 

"On the reef are islets, the larger (called Johnson 
Island) lying to the S. W is half a mile long E n E and W S W; 
the smaller called Sand Isle is a mere sand bank about 500 3*arus 


in diameter and lies 1 mile IT E of Johnston Island." 

Lease made to Max Schlemmer September 20, 1909 for 15 
years from September 11, 1909. Annual rental $25.00. 


Special conditions in this lease are as follows: 

"And it is further agreed and understood by and between 
the Lessor and Lessee that should at any time u.uiing ^he term 
of the lease, part or parts of the said Islands be required by 
either the Federal or Territorial Governments for any public 
purposes, the Lessor may resume and take possession of such 
part or parts, the same thereupon to be reserved from and cease 
to be subject to the covenants ana conditions of this lease; 
and upon the event of resumption of possession thereof by the 
Lessor for that reason, the rent herein reserved snail there¬ 
upon be reduced in the proportion to the value of the land so 

withdrawn. 


"The Lessee to plant on the premises five hundred (500) 
cocoanut trees per annum, and maintain same in good growing 



condition during the term of this lease. 

M Ana it is further agreed and understood between the 
parties hereto, that the Lessee will not allow the use of ex¬ 
plosives of any kind in the water immediately adjacent to 
Johnson Island for the purpose of killing or capturing fish. 

"And it is further agreed and understood between the 
parties hereto, that the Lessee will not allow the destruction 
of birds on or the capturing of birds for removal from said 
Johnson Island or from the water immediately adjacent thereto." 

On August 8, 1917, Edward M. May presented an affidavit 
to the Commissioner of Public Lands to the effect that during 
June, 1914, in company with Capt. George Piltz, since deceased, 
he visited what is known as Johnston alias Cornwallis Island * 
and was on the island for one day and viewed the entire land¬ 
scape of the island. He found the island to be a reef with 
two islets. The island was uninhabited and unimproved, and 
with only slight vegetation, which vegetation consisted of 
grass, and some bushes, similar to those along the shore of 
the Island of Oahu. There were no cocoanut trees on the island 
whatsoever, nor any signs of any such trees or the cultivation 
therefor. 

On August 9, 1917, H. E. Stafford petitioned the 
Commissioner of Public Lands to determine the lease because the 
lessee had not planted the cocoanut trees and had not paid the 
taxes on the island as required by the lease. 




On August 23, 1917, the Commissioner of Public Lands 
wrote to Max Schlemmer: 

"My attention having been called to the fact that you 
have not complied with the terms of your lease Fo. 661 of 
Johnson Island, I beg to notify you that unless the terms of 
said lease are complied with before September 1, 1918, said lease 
will be terminated.” 

On August 9, 1918, the lease was assigned to C. K. Ai of 
Honolulu, with the consent of the Commissioner of Public Lands,” 
provided, however, that such consent shall in no wise be construed 
as varying in any respect the liabilities and obligations to the 
Territory, under said General Lease Fo. 661, of the above named 
C. K. Ai.” The consideration of assignment was #375.00.J 

Note: 

The Commissioner of Public Lands would appreciate 
receiving information as to any plantings of coconuts on Johnston 
Island. 

Forestry 



Honolulu, T. E. 
June 4, 1923 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

June 1, 1923. 

BI-S 

Hawaii 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 

CHIEF, BUREAU OF BIOLOGICAL SURVEY, 
AND REFER TO 


Dr. Alexander Wetmore, 

C/0 Bishop Museum, 

Honolulu, T. Hawaii. 

Dear Dr. Wetmore: 

Receipt is acknowledged of 7 Boxes of specimens By 
express and one By mail. All of this material arrived in 
excellent condition, and was looked over with much interest 
By Dr. Helson. 

Your radiograms of May 24, announcing a landing on 
Gardiner Island, and of May 27, saying that you were proceeding 
to Honolulu for 10 days, are also received. 

* 

The Birds are a fine lot, and in addition to those we 
already have will give us a good representation of specimens 
of the avifauna of those islands, excepting of course the species 
that have Become extinct or are threatened with extinction. 

The 13 specimens of the small rat were noted with 
interest. This is a small species of Rattus Belonging to a 
group widely distributed in the Islands of the Pacific, where 
it has evidently Been carried nearly everywhere in the past By 
Boats. It has Become divided into a great nuraBer of very slightly 
differentiated forms which have different local peculiarities on 
nearly every Island. One was described as I remember a few years 
ago from one of the islands near Hawaii where the mongoose was 
unable to reach it, which proves to Be very closely related to 
a species occurring in Celebes. 

We had a letter from Dickey saying that his personal 
relations with you and with the other members of the expedition 
were most pleasant. But he had some disparaging remarks to mate 
concerning the weather under which he had bad to carry on his 
operations, and which prevented his getting the detailed habit 
studies that he wished. However, he seemed on the whole fairly 
well satisfied with the results of the trip. 

With kind regards, I am, 

S incerely yours, 

(X.‘ - 

In Charge, 

Biological Investigations. 
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